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At what Inſtant I ſhall Seal concern- 

ing a MWation, and concerning a 
Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
down, and to defiroy it: If that 
Nation againſt whom I have pro- 


nounced, turn from their Evil, I 


will repent of the Evil that 1 
thought to do unto them. | 


HAT there is a God, with whom 

1 we have a deep and univerſal Con- 
* cern, I ſhall here take for granted, 
and that both the private Happineſs of In- 
viduals, and the Proſperity of National Com- 
nugities certainly depend upon bis Favour z 
and, that the Increaſe or Continuange, the Di- 
minution or Deprivation of either, are ſubje to 
dis wiſe and ſavergign Appointment. Hence 
it is, that we have been called afreſh, by the 
Voice of the ſupreme Ciyil Authority, to a 
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joint ettbiilante upon this: great Governor of 
tbe World, and that we look. upon it to be x 
ſeaſonable, and as ſuch an indiſpenſable Duty, 
to concur with the ſolemn Aſſemblies of this 
Day, in paying him a publiek Homage. 

Ihe Belief of the Exiſtence and Providence 
of God is fundamental to all Religion, And 
it is ſupported by the higheſt Evidence derived 
from Reaſon and Revelation. By the latter of 
which, we are not only more convincingly in. 
ſtructed, as to what he might do with us, but 
alſo directed, as to the Expectations Which 
we may ce form W Ads of hi 

Government. , 
What he. might do with this, or any othe 
Nation, is very plainly and familiarly repre- 
ſented in the fix firſt Verſes of this Chapter; 
where the Prophet illuſtrates the abſolute and 
vnecontroulable Power of God over all the Chil 
dren of Men, who are the Work of his Hands 
and the Subjects of his Dominion. And that 
he might be the better qualified to teach this 
Eeffon, he is ordered 20 8⁰ down to the Fouſe q 
a Potter, which was near at hand, and to 
make his Obſervations on the Work which 
was carrying on there. Accordingly he went, 
as he informs us, in the 3d Verſe. And be bol 
11 Potter was employed” on 4 W ork upon tix 
| 2 1 


1 
Wheels.” Aud the Veſſels which be made of Clay, 
was marred in bis Hands. do be made ittaguin 
another Veſſel, as ſcemed gvod to the Porter tu 
make it. The Prophet could not fail obſerv- 


ing how freely this Artificer uſed his own Plea: 


ſore,., and how eaſily. and | how quickly the 


Veſſels. received, under his ſkilful Hand and 


the turning of a Wheel, whatever. Figure he 
choſe they ſhould have, as being moſt ſuitable 


to anſwer the Intention for which they were 
ſeverally: wrought. And by this Obſervation, 


and with this image freſh upon his Mind, he 

was furniſhed with a Meſſage, which he Wai 
| charged to deliver to the People. For We art 
told, in the 5th and 6th Verſes, that *wheri 


he had--obferved this, Te Mord of the Tord 


came to bim, ſaying, O Houſe of Iſrael, cant 
Ido "with. you, as this Potter ? ſaith lle Leit. 
As if he had ſaid, © Inſtructed by this Simi- 
* litude, do ydu go and declare my ineonteſt- 
« able Authority and irreſiſtible Power to form 


and diſpoſe of Kingdoms and Nations, ſo'as 
ic, „ ſhall ſerve my own Purpoſes and my dn 


« Pleaſure, © For I have an infinitely ſupetior 
* Power, and a clearer Right and Dominion 


% over them, than the Potter over his Clay. 


* And there is no Nation ſo politic, and, no 
* 2 ſo potent, but I can turn or over- 
; turn 
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© mean to introduce among them, they ſhall 


to make one Veſſel unto Honour and anvther unto 


Reſiſtange as ineffectual, from the moſt pow- 


all the Nations of the Earth are but as Clay m 


_ tbe Bucket, or the ſmall duſt of the Balance (c). 


p 
& turn them with the moſt perfect Freedom 
« and Facility. I can unmake or new model 
them. And as to any Changes, which 1 


<« be as yielding and as little capable of reſiſt. 
** ing my powerful Appointment.” Harb net the 
Potter power over the Clay, of the ſame Lump 


Diſhonour (a)? Let the Potſherds ſirive with 
the Potſherds of the Earth. Shall the Clay ſay 
fo bim that faſhioneth it, what makeſt thou (b)? 
Which of you does not perceive, that this 
Challenge would be equally indecent, and this 


erful and flouriſhing Kingdoms, as it would be 
from the Individuals, of which they. are com- 
poſed ? For in the hands of the Almighty, 


the hands of the Potter, yea, as the drop of 


And to his Wiſdom and Will, as to any Con- 

dition, -which he ſhall appoint them, they are 

equally bound to ſubmit. He taletb up the Jt 

as à very little Thing (d). There is no with. W 

ſtanding his Fiat, when he determines the 

greateſt Revolutions in the Kingdoms of the 
(a) Rom. ix. 21, () Ifai. xlv. 97 | 


le) Ifai. xl. 15. (0 Ver. 16. 
b l . World, 


MS: 

World, which he can either multiply or en- 
large, and again diminiſh and reduce. He in- 
creaſeth the Nations, and deſiroyeth them ; be 
enlargeth the Nations and ſlraitneth them a- 
gain (e). 5 
But we are not only taught by this familiar 
Emblem, how the univerſal Sovereign (if he 
would take to himſelf bis great Power) might 
deal with us, but according to what Meaſures 
he will proceed: and particularly, that when he 
is advancing againſt a Nation, or a Kingdom, 
n a way of Judgment for their Sins, if ſuch 
a devoted Nation is awakened and turns to him 
by unfeigned Repentance, the Lord's Contro- 
verſy in that Caſe, will be taken up, the Pro- 
ceſs of Judgment againſt it arreſted, and the 
aſpect of his Providence, which appear'd 
threatning and formidable, will put on the re- 
viving Smiles of Benignity and Mercy. This 
i the great Principle laid down in the firſt re- 
cited Paſſage of Scripture; and it is an invari- 
able Meaſure of the divine Adminiſtration, 
which, as it was always purſued with relation 
to the Jewiſh Nation, ſo will it be obſer vd, 
in like manner, in reference to any other 
People. At what Time I ſhall ſpeak concerning 4 
Nation, or concerning a Kingdom, to pluck uf 


c (e) Job xii. 23. 


0 


Ar 

end 10 pull drwn, and to deſtroy it: If that Nu. 
tion againſt whom ] have pronounced, turn from 
their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that ] 
thought to do unto them. 

The Text contains in it three Things, wh 
I pray God, it may be as inſtructive and pr 
fitable, as it 1s now ſeaſonable and 8 "fo 


us to confider. 


T A Suppoſition of a Nation, or a King 
dom being arrived to a Yor —— 
Criſis. | 

II. A Propoſition of a wiſe Expedient to be 
taken ; or it's proper Deportment i in ſuch 


a N . And, 
III. A Divine Promiſe aſcertaining the Sus 


ceſs. 


I. We have here to be conſidered, a Suppo- 
ſition of a Nation or a Kingdom being arriv'dto 
a very dangerous Criſis. At what Inflant 1 fil 

ſpeak concerning a Nation, or concerning a Ning 
dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, or to deſiriy it 
This is ſpeaking | terrible Things in Rightt- 
ouſneſs. This is, as it were, laying the Ax tl 
the Root of the Tree; and portends nothing le 
than a final Overthrow and Extirpation. And 


(Which infinitely raiſes the terror of it) * 
_ awtu 


EF Sl 

awful Alarm is given by God himſelf. Nevet» 
theleſs he is not to be charged with the impu= 
tation of any rigorous Severity 77 F or it ſeems, 
that through his long- -ſuffering and abounding 
Clemency, he generally ſpeaks concerning a Na- 
S before he proceeds to Extremities againſt h 
t; and uſually awakens it with previous Omens 
3 his diſpleaſure, eber Vengeance breaks forth 
to lay it deſolate. This, 1 ſay, is the ordina- 
ry proceſs of divine Providence. And it may, 
be, no Nation or Kingdom ever utterly. pe- 
iſhed, or ſo much as ſuffered any ſaſd Reverſe 
in its State, without various divine .Pre-moni-. 
tions; though at the ſame Time it is a lament- 
able Truth, that theſe Warnings have frequents, 
ly left a People drench'd in their Security. 
So the old World before the Flood, had ſuf- 
ficient warnings of impending Deſtruction, by 
the preaching of Noah and the building of the 
Art, by which, as the Apoſtle fays, be condemn- 
ed the World (g). Nevertheleſs no ſerious 
Notice being taken of theſe Things, they were 
lurprized with that aſtoniſhing and overwhelm. 
ing Rain, as if they had never received any 
ſuch 1 (9). So he dealt with the 
Church under the Old Teſtament, in and by 

(f) Ah 1 73v d AKT un. Clem. Alex, 
(2) Heb. xi. 7. (5) Matth. xxiv. 38, 39. 
= " 


3 
0 
| 
x 
| 
y 
| 
{ 


and his Ways. They that are wiſe will obſer 


they ſhall be overtaken by public Calamities, 


cordingly it is uſual with God in the Scrip- 


againſt the Children of Men, that he did nd 
fail to admoniſh them, by various Means, of 
that which would befal them in the End. 


ons and Kingdoms. And if we carefully at: 
tend to the Voice either of his Word or his 


ice to which he will ſteadily act, in te- 


ſcribed. And theſe are illuſtrated by a Variety 


10 3 


the Miniſtry of y Prophets ; and ſuch Ad- 
motiitions have been ordinarily given to all 
others; who have had any Knowledge of him 


theſe Things; and even the Simple, when 


will not be able to complain, that they were 
not warned of their Approach z or that in the 
day of the Divine Patience, they wanted the 
calls of God to Repentante, whereby impend- 
ing Judgments might have been averted. Ac- 


tures, to call Heaven and Earth to witnch 


- 'There certainly are ſuch Cenjunctures where- 
in God may be ſaid to ſpeak concerning Nati- 


Providence, we may learn when theſe critical 
Seaſons are; | 


Various Rules are laid down in his Word; 


ference to the Nations and Kingdoms of the 
Earth, in the different Circumſtances there de- 


« af fön R to direct our Judgme®* 


in 


E 


in ſimilar Caſes. And as the remoter Judg- 
ments, which he inflicted in former Ages, 
bappen'd to the Antients for Ez ſamples, and are 
recorded for our Admonition, upon whom the Ends 
of the World are come (i), any Nation, at this 
Day, by blowing off the duſt from thoſe an- 
cient diſpenſations of Providence, might _ 
read it's own Doom. 

But beſides theſe Admonitions of his mord. 
wherein he ſpeaks this awful Language, his 
Providence is making frequent Comments up- 
on it. So that by obſerving and comparing 
both, every Believer may know what he is 
pronouncing, and what he is intending, at leaſt 
lo far as is neceſſary for direction in his own 
Duty. And in this, if he be faithful, he ſhall 
and Acceptance, through the Mercy of God 
and the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And now, to apply what has been already 
ſuggeſted to the State of our own Caſe ; Have 
we not ſome Reaſon to apprehend, that God 
has been ſpeaking thus concerning our Nation 
and concerning this Kingdom! ? With this Book 
of God in our Hands, in which the ordinary 
Rule, by which he proceeds, in a way of 
Judgment, is fo plainly laid down, can we 
conſider our own circumſtances and compare 

(i) 1 Cor. x. 11. Side 
B 2 them 


them with the awful denunciations of Judg- 


Warnings are not attended to, he will certain- 


Goſpel, whoſe early Rays have not only glan. 


in the full Senſe of that expreſiion !) to this 


they have been unwearied in their Attempts to 


abandoned his own Cauſe, and our grand In- 
tereſts, as Chriſtians and Proteſtants, either to 
Pagan Invaders or the Romiſb Apoſtacy, out of 


[ T2 1] 


ment, which are recorded among theſe' Ora. 
cles of Truth, and not perceive, that if theſe 


ly avenge himſelf upon ſuch a Nation as this? 
Perhaps there is no Nation under Heaven 
which he has favoured with ſuch a Series of 
public Bleflings, as we and our Forefathers 
have enjoy'd. We have been privileged with 
a long Enjoyment of the Light of his glorious 


ced upon theſe Britiſh Jes, but have ſhone 
out with their full Splendor, through a long 
Day of gracious Viſitation, And though for 
a while they were obſcured by the Miſts df 
Popery, yet he did not ſuffer us to fit long in 
Darkneſs, before we were made a Reforms 
People, as we are (would to God we were ſuch 


Day. This Blefling has been the great Mark 
of the Reſentment of our Popiſh Enemies, and 


diſpoſſeſs us of it. But our God has neve! 


which we-had ſo happily and ſo early eſcaped 
We are ſtill, my Brethren, Britons and Pro 


tant 


1 
flants —— Characters beſpeaking the moſt 
happy Diſtinctions, had they been ſuitably ſup- 
ported. We live under an Adminiſtration, by 
means whereof we have long exulted in the 
peaceable Enjoyment of our Civil and Religi- 
ous Liberties, in willing Subjection to our moſt 
gracious and rightful Sovereign, that vigilant 
and faithful Guardian of our 1 and 
properties, the Defender of our Churches and 
the Rights of Conſcience, and the Father of a 
free and a grateful People. We rejoice that 
the public Bleſſing of his Reign has been length- 
ened out, ſo as to afford him a favourable Op- 
portunity for forming the Heir Apparent of his 
Crown, under his Inſpection and Example, to 
all princely Virtues, to an Acquaintance with 
| our Laws, and a ſtrong Senſe of the Excel- 
lence of the Britiſh Conſtitution 2 Con- 
ſtitution, which at the ſame Time that it in- 
cludes in it all the Advantages, is calculated to 
preclude the Dangers and the Miſchiefs which 
are to be apprehended from every other Form 
of Government, ſubſiſting at this Day upon the 
Face of the Earth. But who does not obſerve, 
that our uninterrupted and peaceable Enjoy. 
ment of theſe invaluable Bleſſings, together 
with innumerable others accompanying or re- 
Mlking from them, has been wantonly abuſed, 


and 


much Venality and Corruption, ſo much Pride 


mong us, that if our God ſhould now riſe up 


| 
| 
. 
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and moſt juſtly forfeited, amongſt Perſons of 
all Ranks and Conditions, by that iniquity which 
has greatly abounded amidſt ſuch abounding 
mercy, to the open Diſhonour of the Divine 
Name? Yes, we have abuſed the Goodneſs 
of our God. We have deſpiſed his Word and 


the Admonitions of his Providence: And ſo 


and Luxury, and ſuch a black Train of odiouz 
Vices have been perpetrated and abetted 2. 


in Judgment againſt us, we might moſt res- 
ſonably take up that ſorrowful Confeflion, 
which thc Prophet once put into the mouth of 
his ancient Church, vis. The Lord is righteous; 
but wwe have rebelled againſt him (C). 

Yet ah! how few, even of thoſe who may 
take this confeſſion upon their lips, are effectu- 
ally convinced! How little are they grieyed! 
And how do they hate to be reformed! | 
know there are ſome of you, who entertain 
jad Apprehenſions of theſe perilous Times. 
And yet how many do we behold around us, 
who are apparently inſenſible of the Dangers 
of the Land? Let us drop a Tear for Eng- 
land's Security in this dangerous Criſis; . 


( Lam. i. 18. 
not 


L 9 J 
only ker Dangers, but her Iniquities ſeem tg 
demand it. 

That her iniquities and her dangers are nu- 
merous, is too apparent to be denied. Con- 
ſider the Lord's Controverſy, firſt opening in 
his Word, and carrying on by his Providence, 
in ſeyeral of the Acts of which, we diſcern, a 
Correſpondency with his righteous Sentence, 
and a virtual declaration of that, which we 


cerning us. 

We have had the Admonition of lefler 
Judgments for many paſt years, to warn us of 
2 more general Calamity drawing on, if they 
ſhould prove ineffectual for the purpoſes, for 
which they were inflicted, Two unnatural 
Rebellions have been excited and fomented a- 
mongſt us, beſides the dangers and ravages of 
the laſt War. And now the Sword is again 


it; or preſcribe bounds to its devaſtations? 


we cannot be ſecure againſt a French Invaſion, 
We certainly know, that a near and powerful 
Enemy has been long making the moſt formi- 


and crouded along the coaſts, are wrought up 
to a pitch of inveteracy againſt us, whom they 
have 


have reaſon to fear, he has pronounced con- 


drawn out of its Scabbard, who ſhall ſheathe 


Yes, the rage of War is let looſe afreſh and 


dable Preparations. The Legions collected 


rates. And by our Loſs of the moſt impor- 


to the Commerce and naval Strength of Great 
Britain) now in the Hands of our Enemies, 
they are encouraged to hope for a much greater 


dential Rebukes, on the other fide of the 4: 


which theſe Diſappointments are to be aſcribed, 


in our ſtreets, of the Scarcity of Bread, in a 
| Seaſon of unuſual Severity. And to add to the 
| Calamity under which our diminiſhed Herd 
have been ſo long groaning in the Land, (and 
| who are viſited for the Corruptions of its in- 


16 J 
have been induſtriouſly taught to conſider; not 
only as unjuſt Aggreſſors, but as a band of Pi. 


tant Fortteſs of St. Philip, and the Nand of Mi. 
norca, (Poſſeſſions of the utmoſt conſequence 


Conqueſt, We have met likewiſe with re- 
peated Diſappointments, or rather with Provi. 


lantic, where our Enemies have been making 
bold Incroachments upon our American Col 
nies. And amidſt the Clamours of Miſma- 
nagement and Cowardice, as the Cauſes to 


we have heard the Complaining of the Poor 


habitants) freſh accounts are continually brought 
us of a fad Deſolation in our Flocks, whole 
Carcaſſes are falling in our Fields. By this 
means, we are awfully inſtructed, in whole 
handsour times andour poſſeſſions are, and where 


our Dependence lies, not only for the bettet 


Accom- 


E | 
Accommodations, but for the very Neceſſaries 
of Life. Theſe Clouds have been long ga- 
thering, and now hang black over our Heads 3 
and they awfully admoniſh us, how eaſily 
God can diſcharge from them a ſtorm of Ven- 
geance. And if at this very [n/tant, he only 


ſpeak the word of Command concerning this 
Nation and this Kingdom, to pluck up, to pull 
dawn, and to deſtroy it, we cannot but perceive, 


in what readineſs his Inſtruments are, 7o pluck 
ß thoſe Fences, wherewith our Liberties and 


our Lives, our Religion and every Thing that 
is dear to us, have been guarded and ſecured; 


{0 pull down our Conſtitution and Government; 
and how another of the greater Plagues 1s, 


even at the doors, in readineſs to be called in, 


to conſume that Part of the Nation, which the 


Sword ſhould fail 70 deſtroy. But, to relieve 


you under the Horror of ſo dreadful a Proſpect, 
as that of a Nation or a Kingdom (and this 
our own Nation)! in ſo dangerous Criſis, I Pro- 
ceed, 


II. To the Expedient WER to be taken 
by ſuch a Nation or Kingdom; or to conſider 


what 1s ſuggeſted in the Text, as to its proper 


Deportment in ſuch a ſituation. It is propoſed, 


feat 1 that Nati on againſt whom he hath pronounced, 


Þ {urn 
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When God has pronounced concerning our 


1 

turn from their Evil. Yes, this is the curſed 
Scource from which all our Dangers riſe, viz. 
Moral Evil, which is the 'worſt kind of 
Evil, and the Cauſe of every other, which 
we either feel, or have Reaſon to fear. And 
what courſe can we take, that will be ſo et- 
fectual, as turning from his, if we wiſh that 
conſequential penal Evils may be averted ? 


Nation and we behold him, as it were, coming 
out of his Place to puniſh the Inhabitants of it, 
we may be ſure, it 1s for thoſe Sins, which it 
is too evident, abonnd among us. At this 
juncture then, at this Interval, between the 
lifting up his Voice and Omnipotent Arm and 
the fatal Blow, which is yet, in Pity, ſuſpend- 
ed, how ſhall we meet our God? and what 
are the Effects, which theſe Alarms of Dan- 
ger ſhould produce ? 
Shall we like Jeboſaphat, when invaded by 
the Amorites, fear, and ſet ourſelves to ſeek ti 
Lord, and proclaim a Faſt throughout our Ber- 
ders (1)? This has been the Courſe of Men 
of Religion in all Ages. And they have found 
it ſucceſsful and have either obtained Salvation, 
or Support under their Sufferings. This courle 
we are likewiſe taking this Day. But our bare 


(/) 2 Chron. xx. 26. 
Atten- 


5 
Attendance, or our viſible Concurrence with a 
publick Aſſembly of devout Worſhippers, will 
not alone be ſufficient to anſwer the Ends of a 


ſolemn Humiliation, or to acquit us of the Im- 


putation of trifling and mockery, which would 
be an Affront to God and a Diſappointment to 
ourſelves, unleſs it produce its proper fruits. 
What then does the Lord our God require 
of us? Shall we deeply bewail the iniquities 


and the Dangers of our Times? We have 
good Precedents; we have David and the 
Prophets for our Examples ; and there is great 


Reaſon for us to take unto ourſelves their Lan- 


guage and ſay, We are aſhamed and bluſh to lift 


up our Faces unto God; For our intquities have 


mcreaſed over our Heads and gone up into the 


Heavens, Since the Days of our Fathers, we 
Wo Hove been in a great Treſpaſs unto this Day. 
ie bave finned and committed Iniquity and have 
done wickedly, O Lord. Righteouſneſs belongeth 
| unto thee, But unto us Confuſjon of Face, as 
at this Day : To our Kings, to our Princes and 
to our Fathers; becauſe we have ſinned againſt 


thee (m). But neither will this, if we reſt here, 
avail us. Is it ſuch a Faſt that I have choſen, 
ſaith the Lord? A Day for a Man to affiift bis 
Saul, and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under 


(n) Ezra ix, 6. Dan. ix. 7,8, 
C2 bim? 


5 
* 


him? Wilt thou call this a Faſt and an accepta- 


1 29:; ] 


ble Day to the Lord (n)? 5 

What then? Shall we unite Supplication with 
Faſting and Mourning, and cry mightily to God? 
Shall all Britain ſiand before the Lord with their 
Fittle Ones, their Wives and their Children? 
Shall we cry unio him in cur fiction, in hope 
that he will hear and help us, againſt thoſe, that 
riſe up againſt, us; and that threaten to caſt w 
cut of our Poſſeſſion, which he has given us t 


inberit? Yes, we will ariſe and ſay, O Lord 


Cd of our Fathers, art not thou God in Hea- 
ven? And ruleſt not thou over all the Kingdom 
of the Heathen? And in thine Hand is there 
not Power and Might, ſo that none is able i 
withſland thee? Spare thy People, O Lord, and 
give not thy Heritage to Reproach, that the Hu- 
then or that Antichriſt, Qeuld reign over them. 
Wherefare ſhould they ſay among the Peupl, 
&. where is therr God (o)? Now is the time 
for us to unite in this fervent Cry © Lord av! 
us; we periſh!” Suffer us, Friends, Brethren 
and Countrymen, to conjure you to pray, day 
and night, for the Peace of Feruſalem ; and 
in the midſt of our People, whom we love 28 
our own Souls, to teſtify our . affection for the 


Safety and Proſperity of dur dear Country. I 
(2) Iſaiah Iviii. 5. e) 2 Chron, xx. 


J. forget 


E 


not above my chief Joy (p). But be it known 
to, and may it never be forgotten by any of us, 


that our beſt, our warmeſt Wiſhes, muſt be. 
thoſe of righteous Men, if they prove effeftual 


ard availing (q). Nor can we hope, without. 
the Repentance and Reformation of our Fe 
ple, that God will hear and help us (7). 


drs, it is inward Humiliation and 2 : 
Converſion, and not meerly the outward Signs, 


that God will accept. Would to God, there 
were a greater Number of unfeigned Penitents, 
turning from their own Evil, as well as /igbing 
and crying for the Abominations which are duns 
in the midi of us ! that our abſolute unworthi- 
neſs of National Happineſs in God, might not 
prevent him from ſaving us in the preſent Dan- 
ger; but that our paſt Experience might be 
looked upon as an encouraging Ground for a 
chearful Hope and Confidence in his future 


Lord our God requires of us, fo turn from 


Evil; to cut Hour Rightband, and to Pluck out, 


(5) Pal, excl. 5, 6. (g) James v. 16. 


() Quantum 4 Præceptis tantum ab auribus Dei longs 
ſums, Ter te 


our 


7 forget thee, let my Right-hand forget ber Cun-, 
ning. JI do not remember thee, let my Tongue 
cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, if I prefer thee 


Protection and Bleſling, This is what the 


n 


— — 
2 


ing concerning us, he is viſibly waiting for our 


Day ſuſpended, and we remain under the aw. 
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os. 
our Right. eye, if they offend us (); to root my |: 
our boſom Luſts; to diſcard our darling Ini- WM 
quities ; ; and to abandon all, even our moſt in- 
ſinuating criminal Gratifications. 

But alas! the People turneth not unto bin, 
that ſmiteth them; neither do they ſeek thy 
Lord (t). How many have the Preſumption 
to ſubſtitute their own Imaginations in the 
place of that humble Penitence and real Re- 
formation, which God preſcribes ? And how 
often do the beſt Reſolutions of thoſe few; 
who appear to have been determined for this 
ſaying, Turn us, O Lord, and we ſhall be tum 
ed, prove abortive? How few ſeem to refle@ 
with a ſuitable Concern, how coldly and fee. 
bly the Work of vital Religion is carried on 
among us? And yet, ſince he has been ſpeak- 


bringing forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs; 
and for want hereof, his Salvation is at this 


ful Terror of the Execution of that dreadful 
Sentence, which ſeems to have been denoun- 
ced againſt the Nation, 70 pluck up, to full 
down, and to deſtroy it. | 

By theſe Terrors of the Lord we perfwade Men 


to hearken to his monitory Voice, now awhile 


| . Matth. v. 295 30. | (t) Iſai. ix, 13. 


E 


be waits to be gracious. Beſeeching you, that ye 


receive not the Grace of God in vain. For he 
lh ſaid, © T have heard thee in a Time accept- 
ed, and in the Day of Salvation have I fuccour- 
ed thee.” Now 1s the accepted Time, Bebold ! 
new is the Day of Salvation (u). O Britain, 
Britain! They ſhall proſper that love thee, And 


thee. O! that thou would'fl know, even thou 
a leaft, in this thy Day, the Things that belong 
unto thy Peace, &er they are hid from thy 
hes (w) But inſtead of abandoning ourſelves 


ſhew you a more excellent Way) let ns rather 
ake Encouragement to hope for ſome good 
ffect of this Day's Solemnities, from the Pre- 
ence and Power of the good Spirit of God in 
the Aſſemblies of his People: And charging 
our Conſciences, under his awful Inſpection, 
with the faithful Diſcharge of our own Duty, 
under theſe awakening Calls to Repentance, 


let us ſeverally bear our Part towards a National 


Reformation. For though it is certain, that 
Cod requires a Kingdom's Repentance, and 
that public Faſts are in order to it, yet Repent- 
ance and Reformation will never be carried to 


(4) 2 Cor. vi. I, 2. 9 (0) Luke xix. Al, 42. 


ow becoming is it, that we ſhould weep over 


to Deſpair, or harbouring any uncharitable 
duſpicion of Neglect in others, (Behold! 1 


ſuch. 
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Jack a National Extent, unleſs Individuals ar 
diſpoſed to begin, and are determined to pro 
mote it with their Examples and Influence 
O! for a general Concurrence in this Reſolul. 
on. Then would our Light break forth as th 
Morning, and the God of our Salvation «ail 
comfort all that mourn in Zion; would give th 
Beauty for Aſpes, the Oil of Joy for Mourning 
and the Garment of Praiſe jor the Spirit of Het 
wineſs (x). This leads me to conlider, 


III That Divine Promiſe, which aſcertaing 
the Succeſs of this Expedient. At what I. 
Alan 1 ſhall ſpeak concerni ng a N ation, or ci. 
cerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull dra, 
and to deſtroy it: If that Nation, againſt whn 
T have pronounced, turn from their Evil, I aik 
repent of the Evil that I thought to do unto then 
Without Repentace every Thing elſe will bet 
effectual to preſerve us. But if we unfeigned- 
ly turn to God, as we know in general, that # 
is gracious and merciful, flow ta Anger and fil 
of Compaſſion (y), ſo we have the moſt expreb 
Aſſurance, which either his Promiſes, or ths 
Experience of former Times can give us, lla 
be will receive us graciouſly, that be will lat 


(x) Ifai. Ixi. 3. ( Plal. haxxvi. 15. — cx. 4, 
— xi. 4. Neh. i IX, 17. 


0 ax 


„ 

away all our Iniquities, and beal our Pockſy- 
dings (2). 

And is it not from ſome ſecret Hope of this, 
that whenever Calamities overtake us, we im- 
mediately reflect upon our Sins as the Cauſe, 
and come to ſome Reſolution to forſake them ? 
Theſe Principles being inwrought in our Minds, 
that as all penal Evil is brought upon us by a 
jſt and righteous God, as the Puniſhment of 
din, ſo Repentance or Converſion, is a neceſ- 
lary Means of eſcaping it. This is ſo manifeſt to 
the Conſciences and to the Reaſon of Mankind, 
that the very Heathens, by their glimmering 
of Light, have.generally ſeen and confeſſed it ; 
but it has been more fully confirmed by divine 
Revelation, as might be illuſtrated by number- 
leſs Teſtimonies taken from thence. For this 
purpoſe it will be ſufficient to refer you to Lev. 
Xvi. 40, 41. F they ſhall confeſs their Iniquity 
ond the Iniquity of their Fathers, with their 
Ireſpaſs which they have treſpaſſed againſt me: 
and that alſo they have walked contrary unto me, 
ond that 1 alſo have walked contrary unto them, 
ond have brought them into the Land of their 
Enemies. If then their uncircumciſed Hearts be 
bunbled, and they then accept of the Puniſhment 
o their Iniquities, then will I remember my Cove- 

(2) Hoſea xiv. 1—4. 

y 555 "If ont 


nant with Jacob, and alſo my Covenant with J. 
rael; and alſo my Covenant with Abraham will [ 
remember; and I will remember the Land. 

In like manner, in the Times of the Judges; 
when the afflited People were humble and 
penitent, they were preſently reſtor'd to Fa- 
your, and found a happy Alteration in their 
State. In this Way likewiſe the City of Nine- 
veb was reſcued from the very Brink of Ruin; 
even when a Prophet of the Lord had been 
ſent expreſs to threaten them, that within fir 
Days, they ſhould be deſlroyed. There was ſuch 
a Preciſion, as well as Severity in this Met 
ſage, that it ſeem'd to cut them off from al 
hope of Deliverance; or at leaſt, left them 
only this uncertain Conjecture, who can tell, ij 
God will turn and repent, and turn away lis 
fierce Anger, that ' wwe periſh not? Neverthe- 
leſs in this extreme Danger, this threaten 
People believed God, and proclaimed a Fu, 
and put on Sackcloth, from the greateſt of them 
to the leaſt, and cried mightily to God, and tum. 
ed from their evil Ways. And the Conſe- 
quence was, that God repented of the Evil, 
that he ſaid he would do unto Een, and he did it 
not (a). | 

More Inſtances night be produc'd: But 


(a) Jonah ili. 10. 
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1 
theſe will be ſufficient to encourage the Hopes 
of a penitent People. And if there are many 
ſuch encouraging Promiſes and Examples in 
which they have in fact been fulfilled in the 
Old Teſtament, wherein the Mercies of God 
are more darkly revealed, what Encourage- 
ments can we ſtand in need of to lead us to 
Repentance, we Chriftians I ſay, who by Faith 
ſee Jeſus at the Right hand of his Father in 
the Heavens, and believe him to have been ex- 
alted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give Res 
pentance and Forgiveneſs of Sins (b), as the 
great Purchaſer of Grace and of Salvation? 
And certainly, if he is pleaſed to beſtow upon 
any individual Perſon, or on any Kingdom or 
Nation, the firſt of theſe, he will not with- 
hold the other ; inaſmuch as Repentance and 
Forgiveneſs of Sins are inſeparably connected. 
So that if a Nation or Kingdom, againſt whom 
God hath pronounced, turn from their Evil, 
the Lord, who delighteth in Mercy, will re- 
pent of the Evil, that be rhought to do unto 
them (c). 


(3) Acts v. 31. 

(e) Hzc eſt ſumma, ſemper Locum Veniz patere, ubĩ 
ſe Peccator ad Deum convertit ; rurſum fruſtrà gloriari 
homines Dei promiſſionibus, niſi cum timore & obedi- 
entià ſe illi ſubjiciant. Calv. Prælectiones in Locum. 


D 2 _ Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, we muſt be careful to inter- 
pret this Expreſſion in the Text, ſo as to ex. 
clude from our Senſe of it, whatever is incon- 
ſiſtent with the infinite Perfection of that glo- 
rious Being, who is without Variablencſs, or 
the leaſt Shadow of turning (d). Whenexer 
therefore he is ſaid to repent, we ought to re- 
member, that Repentance is not to be aſcrib- 
ed to him, fo as to denote any Change in hi 
Purpoſe. For he is not a Man, that be ſh 
ſo, repent (e). But only to denote a Change in 
the Diſpenſations of his Providence. Far be it 


from us to interpret ſuch Phraſes as if they 


imply'd any Defect in the divine Immutabili 
ty, which it would be impious and abſurd for 
us to ſuppoſe, the Change being only in our- 
ſelves. He is of one Mind and who can tur 
him (? He always acts like himſelf, ſteadily 


and uniformly, but we, according to our dif- 


ferent Behaviour, become the Objects of his 
Favour or Reſentment; as we are either made 


meet to be Partakers of his Mercy, o or are fitted 
for Deſtruction. 


I ſhall now put a Period to this Diſcourſe 


with a brief Recollection of what has been 
Leid. 


4) James 1. 17. (e) Numb. xxiil, 19. 
( Job xxiii. 13. 1 _ 
Ve 


11 
We have heard in it the Voice of God ſpeak- 
ing terrible Things in Righteouſneſs, concerning 
a Nation or Kingdom, that has provoked 
him to Anger, and hath deſerved to be 
viſited for their Sins. Nevertheleſs before 
the Blow is ſtruck, or threatned Judgments 
are executed, this being his range Work, to 
which he always proceeds with Reluctance; 
Behold! he recommends to us a wile Expe- 
dient whereby it may be prevented, For if 
that Nation, againſt whom be hath pronounced, 
turn from their Evil, , be will repent of the 
Evil, that be thought, do unto them, And 
doth it not deſerve to be attentively weighed, 
whether at this Inſtant this is not the Caſe, 
of our own Nation? Is there no Reaſon 
to fear, that for the Iniquities of our Land, 
he may have already. pronounced our Doom, 
and is now holding the Balance in his Hand, 
waiting to ſee, how we will conduct our- 
ſelves in this dangerous Criſis? It is cer- 
tan, Judgment is deſerved 1s threatned 
—— is begun to be executed - and has 


already made ſuch a Progreſs, that we muſt 
confeſs, it may quickly overwhelm us, ſo that 
we ſhall not eſcape, if we are not humbled 
and reformed, Here then lies the awful 

| Trial 


3 
Trial of theſe Kingdoms! which, who can 
conſider without Trembling ? 
Foraſmuch then as we are all unable to plead 
guiltleſs, what better conrſe can we reſolve on, 
with this Proſpect before us, than to follow the 
Preſcriptions of Divine Mercy in the only 
Way, which is left us, whereby we may be 
able to eſcape? Come then, let us unanimouſy 
reſolve to pray earneſtly for a more plentiful 
effuſion of the Spirit of the Lord, to turn the 
Hearts of the Inhabitants of this Nation to 
himſelf. And with our Dependance upon his 
ſacred Influence, let you and I ſeverally reſolve 
this Day, to turn from every Evil and ſeek el 
fectual Converſion to God; leſt after thoſe al. 
fecting Admonitions and Alarms, which we 
have already received in the lighter Symptoms 
of it, he be provoked to ſtir up more of his 
Wrath ; till at length, it break out againſt us 
in ſuch an impetuous Storm, as hath beer 
long meditated by our Enemies; but hath bi 
therto been prevented by the interpoſition of 1 
watchful Providence. Let no Imaginations of 
our own ſufficiency deceive us; let no Conf 
dence in any military preparations: betray us, ei 
ther into Security in our own, or Unconcern 


about the Conſequences of the Sins of out 
People, 


1 
People. Theſe are the Traitors that have 
brought us into this imminent Danger, And 
they muſt be delivered up as the cauſes of all 
the Calamities of our Country. And if they 
are ſpared or ſcreened, the diſtreſs already fal- 
kn upon us, will be but the beginning of 
Sorrows. Bleſſed be God, we have no Rea- 
lon yet fo ſorrow as thoſe who have no Hope, or | 
to give up all for loſt. For notwithſtanding 
our principal Truſt 1s not in an Arm of Fleſh, 
jet it may afford us ſome Encouragement, that 
we are not left defenceleſs. We ſee with what 
Force we are furniſhed ; a generous Ardour 
ſtill appears in our Country, and many are 
bravely determined to carry their Lives in their 
Hands, and to make a glorious Stand for their 
Religion and their Liberties, or to die, if it be 
neceſſary, in their Defence. And as the bleis- 
ing of Heaven is of the laſt importance to en- 
ſure the ſucceſs of theſe Preparations, it is far 
more encouraging ſtill to hope, that a ſerious 
Regard is paid to God and his Providence; that 
many Thouſands are wreſtling with him on 
ſuch a Day as this, (and indeed every Day), who 
we believe have ſome Intereſt, and a conſtant 
and prevalent Interceſſor. Let our Hearts con- 


cur with thoſe of ſuch pegs Patriots, and of 
all 


[ 32 
all the worthy Part of A. Realms, on thi 
ſolemn Occaſion. And let us continue and 
proſecute the ſolemn Duties of this Day in our 
Families and religious Retirements, bearing the 
true Intereſts of our King and our Country 
(which are our own Intereſts and thoſe of our 
own Poſterity) perpetually on our Hearts, 
Let us ſeverally reſolve, in this manner, t 
wait upon God in the Way of his Judgment, 
And, together with our perſonal Repentance 
and Grief for the Sins of others, exert all our 
Power and Influence to promote a National 
Reformation ; remembring that God is ſo gra- 
cious as 0 ſeek for a Man, to ſtand in the Gag 
to turn away his Wrath (g); and will ſaue 4 
City for the Sake of ten, if they be found there: 
in. Oh! then, let every one help in this 
Work, which is not embarquing in any tris 
vial Cauſe, to ſerve ſome petty Intereſt : But 
at the ſame Time that it promiſes the greatel 
Benefit to ourſelves, our Families, and deareſ 
Friends, it may extend its good Influence ts 
a whole Nation, And who is there among Us 
of fo baſe and ſo degenerate a Spirit, as not 
to feel a ſacred Ardour glow in his Boſom, 
excited by ſo noble a Thought, as that of con- 


(E Ezek. xxii. 30. Gen. xviii. 32. | 
tributing 


E 
wibuting his Proportion, according to the Ca- 
pacity which is given him, to ſave a Kingdom 
from Ruin? Let none plead Incapacity for 
bearing ſome Part in this Attempt, For though 
many of us are not able to aſſiſt the Land of 
our Nativity with our Counſels, our Purſes, 


or with our Hands; yet we may all do 4 
ſme conſiderable Service, by our fervent 
Prayers, and the good Examples of our 
ves, and conſequently, by contributing to 
he revival of real Religion in it; according 
0 the Prevalence of which, we ſhall either 
be ſaved or periſh. 

If we faithfully exert our utmoſt Efforts. 
this Way, it will at leaſt, _ have this good 
Effect, it will be ſure to preſerve our own 
Hearts in the fitteſt Frame, for the Iſſues of 
Providence and the Event of Things, And 
though (which Heaven prevent !) our Calami- 
ties ſhould increaſe, and the Hands of Violence 
ſhould be ſuffered ſo far to prevail againſt a 
ſnful and incorrigible People, as to pluck 
up, to pull down, and to ſpread Deſtruction 
around us; even in ſuch a general Deſola - 
tion, our Souls would be fafe: Our chief 
Treaſure lies out of their Reach : They will 
never be able to touch that Life, which is bid 
; E E 


n 


E# 1 
with Chriſt in God (b): Not all the Commo- 
tions they could raiſe, would ever be able to 
overturn the Covenant = Foundation of God 


 evbich ſtandeth ſure, having this Seal, the 
Lord knoweth them that are his (i) : They 


would be found too weak ever to plack u 


out of our Saviour's Hands (k) : And though 


we ſhould looſe our Heads, no man * take 
our Crown (1). 


-(b) Col. ii. 3. 00 2 Tim. ii. 19. (4) John x 38, 
(1) Rev. iii. 11 3 . 


The END. of the SERMOx. 


A HYMN 
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HE Lord! When once he ſilence breaks, 


With what a Majeſty he ſpeaks ! 
Ye Nations tremble, when ye hear; 


Ye Britti Nes, attend and fear. 


II. 
Let all the Realms and Kingdoms know, 
What his great Pow'r and Wrath can do. 
hen rampant Vice provokes, his Frown 
an ol the proudeſt Empire down. 


III. 

But e'er he lifts his vengeful Arm; 

His tender Pity gives th' Alarm, 

For guilty Lands to faſt and mourn, 

hat he * from his Anger turn. 
IV. 

Britain, 13 Sin Nee Danger 8 great. 

ow oft ſhall he th' Alarm repeat? 

hen wilt thou learn thy Peace to know ? 

ee! ſtill his Arm ſuſpends the Blow! 


© V, 


Ge 


33 
— — — — — — — — 


—_ +. - - v 
2 — —* — 1 = <> — — — — 
OO . 8 * 
1 ro — — 2 — . r 
3 7 Pond Fe 
— : > — — 


Ceaſe, Lord, thy n which might deſtroy; 


# 


(6) 


And ſpare her, now her Churches cry. 
Make our repenting Sorrows flow, 

And Fruits of Righteouſneſs to grow. 
Then ſhall the Clouds about thy Face, 
Brighten with Beams of Light and Grace; 
And thoſe Rebukes, - we now deplore, 
Shall n not confound thy Britain more. 


""V Ft 


Reſume for us * ancient Care 1 


For us direct th Events of War: 
And ſhew our haughtieſt Foes abroad, 
The LATE of RIOT, 18 Britain 8 Go D. 


1 
With ik; Defence our Land incloſe; 


And guard the Sea, which round us flows: 


The Honours of our Flag reſtore, 
And thoſe, which our brave © Troops have bore. 


| IT © 


Haſten the Time, When Wars ſhall ceaſe; 


And give to all the Nations Peace: 


Let thy Salvation be our Song, 
And Men unborn the Praiſe prolong. 


